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CITY OF SNELLVILLE 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
VARIANCE CASE SUMMARY 

 
October 13, 2015 

 
 
 
CASE NUMBER: #BOA 15-12 
 
REQUEST: Reduce Sign Setback to Zero (0) Feet from 

Public Right-of-Way 
 
APPLICABLE SECTION(S): City of Snellville Zoning Ordinance, Signs, 

Section 12.4(B)(5) Monument Sign Setback 
 
LOCATION: 1790 Presidential Circle, Snellville, Georgia 
 
PARCEL: 5041 336 
 
ZONING: HSB (Highway Service Business) District and 

BG (General Business) District 
 
DEVELOPMENT/PROJECT: Medical Office 
 
PROPERTY OWNER: Treelane, LLC 
 Snellville, Georgia 30078 
 
APPLICANT/CONTACT: Donald W. Harkleroad, Jr. 
 Managing Partner, Treelane, LLC 
 (770) 982-1996 or donjr@harkleroad.com 
 
   
PLANNING DEPARTMENT Approval with Conditions 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 
 
  

mailto:donjr@harkleroad.com
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CITY OF SNELLVILLE 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
VARIANCE CASE ANALYSIS 

 
October 13, 2015 

 
 
TO: Snellville Board of Appeals 
 
DATE: October 13, 2015 
 
FROM: Jason Thompson 
 Interim Director, Planning and Development 
 
CASE NUMBER: #BOA 15-12 
 
LOCATION: 1790 Presidential Circle, Snellville, Georgia 
 
PARCEL: 5041 336 
 
REQUEST: Reduce Sign Setback to Zero (0) Feet from 

Public Right-of-Way 
 
 
FINDING OF FACT: 
 
The Department of Planning and Development has received an application from Don Harkleroad 
Jr., Managing Partner for Treelane, LLC requesting variance from section 12.4(B)(5) of the 
Snellville Sign Ordinance to reduce the monument sign setback requirement from ten (10) feet to 
zero (0) feet for a proposed new monument sign located at 1790 Presidential Circle, Snellville, 
Georgia.   
 
The subject property, zoned HSB (Highway Service Business) District and BG (General 
Business) District is located near the medical corridor at the intersection of Ronald Reagan 
Parkway and Presidential Circle. The adjacent property to the north is Crestwood Suites/In-Town 
Suites and to the northwest, is the recently opened Eastside Family Pharmacy. To the east are 
commercially zoned properties that are typically found along the Scenic Highway corridor.  In 
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2002, the subject property was originally developed as a ±10,272 sq. ft. medical office building 
on a ±1.44 acre site and is currently occupied by E.N.T. of North Georgia, Carey Dental Care, 
and Eastside Snellville Internal Medicine.  
 
 
REQUEST: 
 
The applicant is requesting a variance from the Zoning Ordinance, Signs, Section 12.4(B)(5), 
Monument Setback Requirements to reduce the ten (10) feet required setback from the public 
right-of-way to zero (0) feet to erect a new eight-feet tall monument sign adjacent to Presidential 
Circle. 
 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS: 
 
The property was originally developed as a medical office building in 2002.  At that time a small 
monument sign was installed in the landscape strip parallel to Presidential Circle and setback less 
than a foot from the public right-of-way.  To increase visibility of the sign and individual tenant 
names, the applicant is proposing to install an eight (8) feet high monument sign that will be 
erected perpendicular to the adjacent roadway.  This type of installation is typical for commercial 
signage as it is visible to the travelling public from both the northbound and southbound 
direction.  Although the applicant is requesting a zero (0) feet setback from the public right-of-
way, the proposed sign will still be located approximately fifteen (15) feet from the curb line of 
Presidential Circle.  
 
The applicant is facing existing topographic challenges that limit where the sign can be erected 
including the mitigation of a four (4) foot slope into the sign’s design.  Placement of the sign in 
the southern area of the property was considered which would allow the sign to meet the setback 
requirements more easily as there is less slope in the area; however because of a twenty (20) foot 
sanitary sewer easement, water lines, water meters and other utilities in the immediate area it was 
determined that this location was not the best alternative. 
 
 
STANDARDS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 
Pursuant to Section 14.5, Powers and Duties, of the City of Snellville Zoning Ordinance, the City 
finds the following standards are relevant in considering all applications for a Variance. 
 

1. That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, structure, 
or building involved and which are not applicable to other land, structures, or buildings in 
the same district; 

 
Special conditions and circumstances do exist as the current property owner was not 
responsible for the erection of the current signage.  Also topographic challenges and 
utility complications are not applicable to other structures in the same area. 
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2. That literal interpretation of the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance would deprive the 
applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district under the 
terms of the Zoning Ordinance; 
 
Yes, literal interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance would not deprive the applicant of 
rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district as the current property 
owner was not responsible for the erection of the current signage.  Also, topographic 
challenges and utility complications are not applicable to other structures in the same 
area. 
 

3. That the special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the 
applicant; and 
 
The existing topography of the property did not allow its development to be level with the 
adjacent street grade of Presidential Circle.  

 
4. That granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege 

that is denied by the Zoning Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same 
district. 
 
Granting the variances requested would not confer on the applicant special privilege that 
are not denied by the Zoning Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings in the 
same district as most of the properties do not have the same hardships. 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department of Planning and Development recommends Approval of the variance request to 
reduce the monument sign setback to zero (0) feet from the public right-of-way with the 
following conditions: 
  

1. The signage shall be designed and installed  in general accordance with the submitted 
Signage Plan, entitled “1790 Presidential Circle” dated 4-02-2015, with modifications 
to meet conditions of zoning or State, County, and City regulations; 
 

2. Prior to installation of the monument sign, the applicant shall submit a completed 
Monument Sign Permit application with fees for review and approval; and 
 

3. Signs higher than 15 feet and larger than 225 square feet are prohibited. 
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