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WHAT IS IT, EXACTLY?

A PRIMER ON TACTICAL URBANISM

In one sense, tactical urbanism has been happening as long as there have been
cities and towns. Any time you see a resident or business making smalcale or
incremental improvements to the built environment is most likely an example of

tactical urbanism.

In the modern usage of the term, there are typically four criteria for a project to be

considered tactical urbanism. In no particular order, they are:
1 Community-led

1 Temporary

1 Low-cost

7 Demonstrative

By demonstrative, we mean that these installations are created with the goal of
demonstrating how small improvements or changes to the built environment can

help improve the safety, health and visual appeal of a neighborhood, place or city.
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Mini- roundabout installation in Fayetteville, Arkansas. i
One of the largest tactical urbanism projects to come

N out of the City run program.

4 Source: City of Fayetteville
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TYPES OF TACTICAL URBANISM

WHAT CAN | DO?

Tactical urbanism covers a whole spectrum of projects in a variety of categories
and all shapes and sizes. They run the gamut from singlperson projects to mas-

sive installations involving dozens of people.

On the following pages is brief list of the kinds of projects or installations that have
been done in other cities around the United States and other parts of the world.
, Zy 00{l 6«ng"gboy " «ZwwZ«o{y 0{+tg8wZub

crete categories

Also keep in mind thatthis list is not exhaustive This program, and tactical urban-
ISm as a concept, are meant to foster ingenuity, cooperation and creative problem
solving by concerned citizens. If you do not see something here that you think

would solve a problem or address a need in your community,

These projects are also supposed to cater to the context of their location and the

needs of the community.
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TRAFFIC CALMING
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TRAFFIC CALMING

WHAT IS IT?

All streets in the US have speed limits. However, research shows that many
dog8nZo”" 6x{ «abe80+xtg8 " 6bZ " gb«ngo8d " &

road, rather than the posted limit.

What this means is that in practice a driver will most likely travel at the speed
which the design of the road seems to encourage; e.g. a wide street with gentle
curves and no visual obstructions like trees or parked cars will likely beget faster

speeds.

Traffic calming installations force drivers to be more alert and reduce their speed.
These kinds of projects are centered around making local and neighborhood
streets safer for residents, pedestrians and cyclists by slowing automobile traffic

down to a reasonable speed.

EXAMPLES

On-street Parking
Bike Lanes
Crosswalks

Speed Bumps or Humps

Roundabouts

Park(ing) Day {hAyoy3d O0ALS (lySa Ay alO2ys DS
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PUBLIC ART OR INSTALLATIONS
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| An intersection design project designed and
painted by students at Dreyfoos School of thg
Arts in West Palm Beach, Florida.

Source: My Palm Beach Post
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PUBLIC ART OR INSTALLATIONS

WHAT IS IT?

These kinds of projects seek to improve the aesthetic and visual appeal of a place.
Public art can take come in a variety of forms, limited only by the imagination of

those installing it.

They can be more traditional physical installations like sculptures or murals, or
pieces that take advantage of unique acoustics or natural elements in a location.
They can also be incorporated into other projects with a more utilitarian purpose,

like street furniture or crosswalks.

EXAMPLES

Murals

Sculptures

Pop-up Retalil

Little Free Libraries
Performance Spaces

Park(ing) Day

adNI € Ft2y3 GKS !1Gtrydlr .StGa[AYS 28

CITY OF SNELLVILLE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & DEVELOPM




STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
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STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS

WHAT IS IT?

A streetscape is the look or appearance of a street, or the combined surroundings
of the street. A streetscape improvement, then, is anything that seeks to enhance

the visual appeal, functionality or safety of a streetscape.

These projects can be focused on enhancing the aesthetics of a streetscape vis
greenery or public art, or increasing the utility of the space alongside a street.
They can easily traffic calming or pedestrian improvement projects through the

use of protective barriers for pedestrians or street furniture.

Streetscape projects have the potential to cross into both public rightsof-way as
well as private property, which can make them more tricky to organize. Applicants
wishing to try their hand at this kind of project are encouraged to make sure they

NnZtgob-"06o0yd6l §8{x0Zwwbae{" " obwgdo”" «Zvgn{

EXAMPLES

Flowers or Minor Landscaping
Street Furniture

i'"'nZo8b{xboymoobc¢ ¢

Little Free Libraries

Signage
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PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE

A crosswalk redesign as part of a larger
Tactical Urbanism demonstration in
Garden Grove, California.

Source: Street Plans Collaborative
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