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City of Snellville 
Planning Commission 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

December 19, 2022 
 
 
 
 
CASE NUMBER:          #UDO 22‐03 

 
REQUEST:            Text Amendment #4 to the Snellville 

Unified Development Ordinance 
(“UDO”) 

     
PRESENTED BY:  Jason Thompson, Director 

Dept. of Planning and Development 
The City of Snellville, Georgia 
770‐985‐3518 or jthompson@snellville.org 

 
 
 
The  Planning  Commission  considered  the  thirteen  (13)  proposed  amendments  to 
establish  definitions  and  regulations  for  certain  zoning  classes  for  “Build  to  Rent” 
developments  including  amendments  to:  Article  3  (Administration)  of  Chapter  100; 
Article  1  (Rules  for  All  Zoning Districts),  Article  2  (Residential  Districts),  Article  6  (Use 
Provisions), and Article 7 (Site Development) of Chapter 200; and Article 1 Streetscapes) 
of  Chapter  400  of  the  UDO,  summarized  and  attached  hereto  as  Exhibit  “A”  at  the 
December 19, 2022 Specially Called Meeting. 
 
By  a  unanimous  vote  of  five  (5)  to  zero  (0),  the  Planning  Commission  recommended 
Approval of the proposed amendments as presented by the Planning Department, with 
a  change  to  the 30‐feet minimum driveway  length  requirement  to be measured  from 
the  inside  edge  (house  side)  of  the  sidewalk  to  the  garage  door,  attached  hereto  as 
Exhibit “B”. 
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EXHIBIT “A” 



1 
 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT #4 

TO THE SNELLVILLE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 

#UDO 22‐03 DRAFT AMENDMENT 

(V1) – 11‐29‐2022 and (V2) – 12‐20‐2022 

 

ITEM  VER. 
PAGE 
NO.  SECTION  DESCRIPTION OF CHANGE 

1.  V1  100‐116  103‐9.3 – Initiation of Amendments Add new paragraph requiring pre‐submittal application review meeting.

2.  V2  200‐12  201‐1.6 – Accessory Uses and 
Structures Residential Districts 

D. Driveways – amend to add 24 feet wide and 30 feet long driveway requirement for Build to Rent 
developments. 

3.  V2  200‐40  201‐3.3 – Small Residential Building 
Standards 

E. Building Facades – amend to add 30 feet long driveway requirement in Build to Rent 
developments. 

4.  V2  200‐78 
thru 80 

202‐11 – RS‐30‐BTR Add new zoning district for RS‐30 Build to Rent developments.

5.  V2  200‐81 
thru 83 

202‐12 – RS‐15‐BTR Add new zoning district for RS‐15 Build to Rent developments.

6.  V2  200‐84 
thru 86 

202‐13 – RS‐5‐BTR  Add new zoning district for RS‐5 Build to Rent developments.

7.  V2  200‐87 
thru 89 

202‐14 – R‐DU‐BTR  Add new zoning district for R‐DU Build to Rent developments.

8.  V2  200‐90 
thru 94 

202‐15 – R‐TH‐BTR  Add new zoning district for R‐TH Build to Rent developments.

9.  V2  200‐95 
thru 98 

202‐16 – RO‐BTR  Add new zoning district for RO Build to Rent developments.

10.  V1  200‐139  206‐1.5 – Use Table Key Uses requiring a special use permit denoted by ‘S’ in Allowed Use Table.

11.  V1  18 pages  206‐2 – Allowed Use Table Add the 6 new Build to Rent districts to Allowed Use Table.

12.  V1  200‐257  207‐2 – Buffers and Screening Table 207‐2.1.B. Minimum Buffer Strip Requirements ‐ Add Build to Rent districts to table.

13.  V1  400‐28 
400‐29 

401‐5.2 – Right‐of‐Way and 
Improvements 

Add minimum right‐of‐way width; cul‐de‐sac radius and minimum roadway width; cul‐de‐sac width 
for streets in Build to Rent developments. 
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EXHIBIT “B” 
 
 

 
 





Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 1. Rules for All Zoning Districts  
Sec. 201-1.Measurements and Exceptions  

200-12 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

 Accessory Use and Structure Setback Requirements 

When shown in Table 201-1.6, accessory uses and structures must observe the 
following setback requirements adjacent to all lot lines, except when the required 
building setback is less than the following distances:  

1. Up to 100 square feet in area: min. 5-foot setback 

2. 101 to 300 square feet: min. 10-foot setback. 

3. 301 to 500 square feet: min. 15-foot setback. 

4. Over 500 square feet: min. 20-foot setback 

 Canopies and Covered Entrances 

Canopies and covered entrances for places of worship may encroach: 

1. Into the required side (interior) or rear yard up to 3 feet; and  

2. Into the required front yard or side (street) yard, provided such extensions are 
not closer than 15 feet from the street right-of-way line or future right-of-way 
line as designated on the Gwinnett County Long Range Road Classification 
Map, whichever is greater. 

 Driveways 

1. No more than 35% of the front yard area may be used for driveways or 
authorized on-site parking. See paragraph G below. 

a. The Director is authorized to grant administrative variances to the 
requirement of this section, in order to meet the requirements of Sec. 201-
1.6.D.2. or Sec. 201-1.6.D.3.  

2. All garage doors facing a public or private street must observe a minimum 22-
feet front and side (street) setback from sidewalk in all residential districts. 

3. Build to Rent residential districts require a minimum 24-feet wide driveway and 
minimum 30-feet driveway length, measured from inside edge (house side) of 
sidewalk to garage door,   

 Fences and Walls 

1. Fences, walls, and retaining walls are allowed in all yards, except as provided 
for in Sec. 201-1.9 (Buffer Setbacks) and clause 2 below. 

2. Fences, walls, and retaining walls in a front yard or side (street) yard must be 
placed within 2 feet of the vertical plane of any lot line unless a greater 
distance is required by Sec. 201-1.8 (Intersection Visibility).  

 Mechanical Equipment 

1. Mechanical equipment associated with residential uses, such as HVAC units, 
swimming pool pumps or filters, and security lighting, may encroach into a side 
(interior) or rear yard, provided that such extension is at least 3 feet from the 
vertical plane of any lot line.  

2. Mechanical equipment associated with residential uses may only encroach into 
a front or side (street) yard when less than 30 square feet in footprint.  



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 1. Rules for All Zoning Districts  
Sec. 201-3.General Architectural Standards  

200-40 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

3. Single-family detached dwelling garage doors facing a street may not comprise 
more than 50% of the overall width of the front wall plane of the house. 

 
4. All garage doors facing a public or private street must observe a minimum 22-

feet foot front and side (street) setback from sidewalk in all zoning districts, 
unless a greater setback is required to meet the 30-feet minimum driveway 
length, measured from inside edge (house side) of sidewalk to garage door, 
required in the Build to Rent districts.  

5. No more than three adjacent single-family attached units may have identical 
façade designs. Differentiation between adjacent units may be accomplished 
by a change in materials, building height, color, or roof form. 

 Building Massing 

1. Pitched roofs, if provided, must be symmetrically sloped no less than 5:12, 
except that roofs for front porches and attached sheds may be sloped no less 
than 2:12. 

2. Flat roofs must be enclosed by parapets a minimum of 42 inches high, or as 
required to conceal mechanical equipment by Sec. 207-2.2.C (Screening, Roof 
Mounted Equipment). 

 Roofs 

All roofs must have a minimum 25-year roof life (per manufacturer’s warranty) 
and must have no visible roll roofing.  

  



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-11.RS-30-BTR, Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

200-78 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

 RS-30-BTR, Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

 Purpose 

This district is intended to provide 
stable residential areas of high-quality 
single-family houses that can be rented 
to residents; to protect the residential 
character of the district; and to 
encourage a suitable residential 
environment on lots which are of 
moderate width but greater depth than 
other single-family districts.  

 Use Provisions 

See Sec. 206-2 (Allowed Use Table).  

 Building Types 

No building type requirements apply in 
RS-30-BTR. 

 Architectural Standards 

See Sec. 202-1.2 (Design Criteria) and 
Sec. 201-3 (General Architectural 
Standards). 

 Site Development Stds. 

See Chapter 200 Article 7 (Site 
Development) for parking and loading, 
buffer and screening, landscaping, tree 
ordinance, lighting, signs, and utility 
requirements.   

 

 

 Dimensional 
Standards 

 

Site Standards 

Open space 
requirement: 

See Sec. 401-2 (Open 
Space) 

Lot Standards Ⓐ Area Ⓑ Width

All lots: 30,000 sf. 
min. 

100 ft. 
min. 

Lot Coverage  

Ⓒ All lots: 35% max. 

 



 Article 2. Residential Districts | Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use 
  Sec. 202-11.RS-30-BTR, Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 200-79 

 Building Placement 

 

Building Setbacks 

Ⓐ Front:   
 
Garage door facing 
a street (from house 
side edge of 
sidewalk):  

50 ft. min. 
 

 
 

30 ft. min. 

Ⓑ Side (interior): 10 ft. min. 

Ⓒ Side (street): 35 ft. min. 

Ⓓ Rear: 40 ft. min. 

 

 Bulk and Mass 

 

Building Height  

Ⓐ Height: 35 ft. max. 

Building Size   

Unit floor area: 1,700 sf. min. 

Garage size per dwelling 
unit: 2-car min. 

 

202-11.9. Additional Requirements 

A. The following standards are required in this zoning classification. In the event 
these requirements contradict another section of this Ordinance, the requirements 
listed here shall control. 

1. A property owners association shall be created and all parcels in the 
development shall be subject to mandatory membership in the association. 

2. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all ground maintenance in the development. 

3. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all maintenance of all building exteriors in the development. 



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-11.RS-30-BTR, Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

200-80 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

4. All Interior Roadways in the development must be a minimum of 29 feet from 
edge of pavement to edge of pavement. 

5. All driveways must be a minimum width of 24 feet and minimum length of 30 
feet, measured from inside edge (house side) of sidewalk to garage door. 



 Article 2. Residential Districts | Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use 
  Sec. 202-12.RS-15-BTR Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 200-81 

 RS-15-BTR Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent 

 Purpose 

This district is intended primarily for 
moderate-sized single-family detached 
houses and related uses that can be 
rented to residents.  

 Use Provisions 

See Sec. 206-2 (Allowed Use Table).  

 Building Types 

No building type requirements apply in 
RS-15-BTR. 

 Architectural 
Standards 

See Sec. 202-1.2 (Design Criteria) and 
Sec. 201-3 (General Architectural 
Standards). 

 Site Development 
Standards 

See Chapter 200 Article 7 (Site 
Development) for parking and loading, 
buffer and screening, landscaping, tree 
ordinance, lighting, signs, and utility 
requirements.   

 

 

 Dimensional 
Standards 

 

Site Standards 

Open space 
requirement: 

See Sec. 401-2 (Open 
Space) 

Lot Standards Ⓐ Area Ⓑ Width 

All lots: 15,000 sf. 
min. 80 ft. min.

Lot Coverage  

Ⓒ All lots: 45% max. 

 



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-12.RS-15-BTR Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

200-82 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

 Building Placement 

 

Building Setbacks 

Ⓐ Front: 
 
Garage door facing a 
street (from house 
side edge of 
sidewalk):  

40 ft. min. 
 
 
 
 

30 ft. min. 

Ⓑ Side (interior): 10 ft. min. 

Ⓒ Side (street): 35 ft. min. 

Ⓓ Rear: 40 ft. min. 

 Bulk and Mass  

 

Building Height 

Ⓐ Height: 35 ft. max. 

Building Size   

Unit floor area: 1,700 sf. min.

Garage size per dwelling 
unit: 2-car min. 

 

 

 

202-12.9. Additional Requirements 

A. The following standards are required in this zoning classification. In the event 
these requirements contradict another section of this Ordinance, the requirements 
listed here shall control. 

1. A property owners association shall be created and all parcels in the 
development shall be subject to mandatory membership in the association. 

2. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all ground maintenance in the development. 

3. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all maintenance of all building exteriors in the development. 



 Article 2. Residential Districts | Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use 
  Sec. 202-12.RS-15-BTR Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 200-83 

4. All Interior Roadways in the development must be a minimum of 29 feet from 
edge of pavement to edge of pavement. 

5. All driveways must be a minimum width of 24 feet and minimum length of 30 
feet, measured from inside edge (house side) of sidewalk to garage door. 

  



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-13.RS-5-BTR Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

200-84 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

 RS-5-BTR Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

 Purpose 

The district is intended to provide areas 
for high-quality small-lot single-family 
detached housing for rent in a walkable 
setting.  

 Use Provisions 

See Sec. 206-2 (Allowed Use Table).  

 Site  

 Building Types  

Building type requirements apply in the 
RS-5-BTR district and the following 
types are allowed: 

 Detached House 

 Civic Building 

 Architectural 
Standards 

See Sec. 202-1.2 (Design Criteria) and 
Sec. 201-3 (General Architectural 
Standards). 

 Development 
Standards 

See Chapter 200 Article 7 (Site 
Development) for parking and loading, 
buffer and screening, landscaping, tree 
ordinance, lighting, signs, and utility 
requirements.   

 

 

 Dimensional 
Standards 

 

Site Standards 

Open space 
requirement: 20% of site min. 

Lot Standards Ⓐ Area Ⓑ Width

Detached house: 5,000 sf. 
min. 50 ft. min

All other building 
types: 

5,000 sf. 
min. 50 ft. min.

Lot Coverage  

Ⓒ All building types: 60% max. 



 Article 2. Residential Districts | Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use 
  Sec. 202-13.RS-5-BTR Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 200-85 

 Building Placement 

 

Building Setbacks 

Ⓐ Front:  

 
Garage door facing 
a street (from house 
side edge of 
sidewalk): 

20 ft. min. 
 
 
 
 

30 ft. min. 

Ⓑ Side (interior): 5 ft. min. 

Ⓒ Side (street): 15 ft. min. 

Ⓓ Rear: 15 ft. min. 

Building Separation 

Min. separation 
between principal 
buildings on the 
same site: 

10 ft. min. 

 

 Bulk and Mass 

 

Building Height  

Ⓐ Height: 35 ft. max. 

Building Size   

Unit floor area: 1,000 sf. min. 

Garage size per dwelling 
unit: 2-car min. [1] 

Table Note: 
[1] See Sec. 207-1.2.B for required 

vehicular parking spaces.  
 

202-12.10. Additional Requirements 

A. The following standards are required in this zoning classification. In the event 
these requirements contradict another section of this Ordinance, the requirements 
listed here shall control. 

1. A property owners association shall be created and all parcels in the 
development shall be subject to mandatory membership in the association. 



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-13.RS-5-BTR Single-Family Residential-Build to Rent  

200-86 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

2. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all ground maintenance in the development. 

3. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all maintenance of all building exteriors in the development. 

4. All Interior Roadways in the development must be a minimum of 29 feet from 
edge of pavement to edge of pavement. 

5. All driveways must be a minimum width of 24 feet and minimum length of 30 
feet, measured from inside edge (house side) of sidewalk to garage door. 

 

 

  



 Article 2. Residential Districts | Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use 
  Sec. 202-14.R-DU-BTR Duplex Residential-Build to Rent  

Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 200-87 

 R-DU-BTR Duplex Residential-Build to Rent   

 Purpose 

This district is intended for rentable 
two-family dwellings with utilities and a 
residential character. It is also intended 
for vacant lands where utilities and a 
residential character are likely to occur. 
Because these areas are served by 
public utilities and facilities, a 
moderate density of development can 
be supported.  

 Use Provisions 

See Sec. 206-2 (Allowed Use Table).  

 Building Types 

No building type requirements apply in 
R-DU-BTR. 

 Architectural 
Standards 

See Sec. 202-1.2 (Design Criteria) and 
Sec. 201-3 (General Architectural 
Standards). 

 Site Development 
Standards 

See Chapter 200 Article 7 (Site 
Development) for parking and loading, 
buffer and screening, landscaping, tree 
ordinance, lighting, signs, and utility 
requirements.   

 

 

 Dimensional 
Standards 

 

Site Standards 

Open space 
requirement: 

See Sec. 401-2 (Open 
Space) 

Lot Standards Ⓐ Area Ⓑ Width

Single-family 
detached 
dwellings: 

15,000 sf. 
min. 80 ft. min.

Two-family 
dwellings: 

15,000 sf. 
min. 

(7,500 sf. 
min. 

per unit) 

80 ft. min.

Lot Coverage  

Ⓒ All lots: 45% max. 

 

  



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-14.R-DU-BTR Duplex Residential-Build to Rent  

200-88 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

 Building Placement 

 

Building Setbacks 

Ⓐ Front:  

 
Garage door facing 
a street (from house 
side edge of 
sidewalk): 

40 ft. min. 
 
 
 
 

30 ft. min. 

Ⓑ Side (interior): 10 ft. min. 

Ⓒ Side (street): 35 ft. min. 

Ⓓ Rear: 40 ft. min. 

 Bulk and Mass  

 

Building Height  

Ⓐ Height: 40 ft. max. 

Building Size   

Unit floor area: 1,000 sf. min. 

Garage size per dwelling 
unit: 2-car min. 

202-14.9. Additional Requirements 

A. The following standards are required in this zoning classification. In the event 
these requirements contradict another section of this Ordinance, the requirements 
listed here shall control. 

1. A property owners association shall be created and all parcels in the 
development shall be subject to mandatory membership in the association. 

2. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all ground maintenance in the development. 

3. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all maintenance of all building exteriors in the development. 



 Article 2. Residential Districts | Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use 
  Sec. 202-14.R-DU-BTR Duplex Residential-Build to Rent  

Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 200-89 

4. All Interior Roadways in the development must be a minimum of 29 feet from 
edge of pavement to edge of pavement. 

5. All driveways must be a minimum width of 24 feet and minimum length of 30 
feet, measured from inside edge (house side) of sidewalk to garage door. 

 

  



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-15.R-TH-BTR Townhouse Residential-Build to Rent  

200-90 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

 R-TH-BTR Townhouse Residential-Build to Rent 

 Purpose 

This district is intended exclusively for 
rentable single-family attached 
dwelling units and customary 
accessory uses and structures. R-TH 
districts are located where public water 
supply and sewerage facilities are 
available and where there is direct 
access to collector streets, major 
streets or State routes.  

 Use Provisions 

See Sec. 206-2 (Allowed Use Table).  

 Building Types 

No building type requirements apply in 
R-TH-BTR. 

 Architectural 
Standards 

 See Sec. 202-1.2 (Design Criteria) 
and Sec. 201-3 (General 
Architectural Standards); and 

 See Sec. 202-6.9 (TH Design 
Standards). 

 Site Development 
Standards 

 See Chapter 200 Article 7 (Site 
Development) for parking and 
loading, buffer and screening, 
landscaping, tree ordinance, 
lighting, signs, and utility 
requirements.   

 See Sec. 202-6.9 (TH Design 
Standards). 

 

 

 



 Article 2. Residential Districts | Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use 
  Sec. 202-15.R-TH-BTR Townhouse Residential-Build to Rent  

Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 200-91 

 Dimensional 
Standards 

 

Site Standards 

Density: 8 u/a max. 

Open space 
requirement:  20% of site min. 

External street 
frontage: 50 ft. min. 

Site setback (along 
streets): 

50 ft. min. and 
planted per Sec. 207-

3 
Site setback (not 
along streets): 40 ft. min. 

Lot Standards Ⓐ Area Ⓑ Width

All Lots: No min. No. min.

 

 Building Placement 

 

Building Setbacks 

Ⓐ Front:  10 ft. min. 

With garage door facing a 

Street (from house side edge 

of sidewalk): 

30 ft. min.

Ⓑ Side (interior): 0 ft. min. 

Ⓒ Side (street): 5 ft. min. 

Ⓓ Rear: 30 ft. min.

Building Separation 

Min. separation between 
principal buildings: 20 ft. min.



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-15.R-TH-BTR Townhouse Residential-Build to Rent  

200-92 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

 Bulk and Mass  

 

Building Height  

Ⓐ Height: 35 ft. max. 

Building Size   

Unit floor Area: 1,200 sf. min. 

Garage size per dwelling 
unit: 2-car min. [1] 

Max. single-family 
attached units per 
building: 

8 

 
Table Note: 
[1] See Sec. 207-1.2.B for required 

vehicular parking spaces.  

  



 Article 2. Residential Districts | Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use 
  Sec. 202-15.R-TH-BTR Townhouse Residential-Build to Rent  

Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 200-93 

 TH Design Standards 

 A minimum 2-hour rated firewall is 
required between each attached 
dwelling unit. A 4-hour rated firewall 
is required between every fourth 
attached dwelling units. The 4-hour 
rated firewall may be reduced to a 
2-hour rated firewall if approved 
residential sprinkler systems or 
similar fire prevention measures, as 
approved by the Gwinnett County 
Fire Marshal, are installed in each 
unit. Firewalls must be constructed 
in accordance with applicable 
building codes of the City and 
Gwinnett County.  

 A continuous paved pathway or 
sidewalk system must be provided 
to connect on-site open spaces, on-
site dwelling units, sidewalks along 
public streets bordering the site.  

 The site setback along a front and 
side (street) lot lines may 
incorporate natural vegetation and 
must include a decorative 
fence/wall and entrance monument. 
The fence may be constructed as a 
solid brick or stacked stone wall, or 
as a wrought iron-style fence with 
brick or stacked stone columns 
(max. 30 feet on-center).  

 Exterior wall finish materials are 
limited to: 

1. Unpainted full-depth brick where 
each brick is placed on the 
exterior wall during 
construction, but not including 
half-depth brick, thin brick, or 
simulated brick veneers;  

2. Stone, including unpainted 
natural stone, unpainted cast 
stone with the appearance of 
natural stone;  

3. True hard coat stucco but not 
EIFS;  and 

4. Cement-based artificial wood 
siding; shakes and shingles. 

The primary material on the front 
facade must also be used on all 
other facades. At least two of the 
above-listed materials must be used 
on each facade.  

 No more than three adjacent 
attached units may have the same 
façade designs. Differentiation 
between adjacent units may be 
accomplished by a change in 
materials, building height, color, 
roof form, or setbacks. 

 Garage doors facing an internal or 
exterior street must use decorative 
design treatments to enhance their 
appearance, including, but not 
limited to, carriage-style doors or 
window inserts.  

 Buildings with garages abutting an 
alley must have garage doors facing 
and accessible from said alley.   

 All units must have a front door 
providing pedestrian access and a 
minimum 4-foot wide walkway, 
constructed of concrete or 
decorative pavers, must extend 
from the front door to the pathway 
or sidewalk system required by 
paragraph B above.  

 Front doors must have either a glass 
element in the door, or sidelights 
and a transom around it. 

 Columns on the front elevation or 
otherwise visible from the public 
view shall have a minimum 2-foot 
base constructed of brick or stone to 
match the front facade.   

  



Chapter 200. Zoning and Land Use | Article 2. Residential Districts  
Sec. 202-15.R-TH-BTR Townhouse Residential-Build to Rent  

200-94 Unified Development Ordinance | City of Snellville DRAFT Amendment (V2) 12-20-2022 

202-15.10. Additional 
Requirements 

A. The following standards are 
required in this zoning 
classification. In the event these 
requirements contradict another 
section of this Ordinance, the 
requirements listed here shall 
control. 

1. A property owners association 
shall be created and all parcels 
in the development shall be 
subject to mandatory 
membership in the association. 

2. The property owner’s 
association or its management 
company shall be responsible for 
all ground maintenance in the 
development. 

3. The property owner’s 
association or its management 
company shall be responsible for 
all maintenance of all building 
exteriors in the development. 

4. All Interior Roadways in the 
development must be a 
minimum of 29 feet from edge of 
pavement to edge of pavement. 

5. All driveways must be a 
minimum width of 24 feet and 
minimum length of 30 feet, 
measured from inside edge 
(house side) of sidewalk to 
garage door. 
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 RO-BTR Residential for Older Persons-Build to Rent 

 Purpose 

This district is intended to serve the 
housing needs of persons who are 55 
years of age or older by allowing a mix 
of rentable age-restricted housing 
types and requiring community open 
spaces. The district must be in areas of 
the city that facilitate pedestrian 
access to nearby goods and services, 
and/or amenities/cultural facilities. A 
rezoning to RO will not serve as a 
precedent for medium density zoning 
in an otherwise low-density residential 
area. 

 Use Provisions 

 See Sec. 206-2 (Allowed Use Table).  

 All dwelling units must be occupied 
by at least one person who is 55 
years of age or older. 

 Accessory uses also mean any 
accessory use necessary for the 
operation of the facility or for the 
benefit or convenience of the 
residents and their guests including, 
but not limited to: cooking and 
eating facilities; restaurants; places 
of worship; indoor and outdoor 
recreation; retail sales; and banks; 
beauty, hair, or nail salons; 
classrooms; conference rooms; 
social rooms; common areas; guest 
rooms; medical uses; wellness 
center; craft and music rooms; 
various craft, health, exercise and 
vocational activities; classrooms; 
swimming pools; facilities related to 
the operation of the facility, such as 
but not limited to, administrative 
offices, food and record storage 
areas, property maintenance 

facilities, adult care center, day care 
center for children of employees, 
and security operations. Any 
accessory uses must be for the 
primary benefit of the district. 

 Building Types 

Building type requirements apply in the 
RO district and the following types are 
allowed: 

 Detached House 

 Cottage Court 

 Semi-Detached House 

 Townhouses 

 Walk-up flat 

 Stacked flat 

 Civic buildings 

 Architectural & Design 
Stds. 

 See Sec. 202-1.2 (Design Criteria)  

 See Sec. 201-3 (General 
Architectural Standards). 

 See Sec. 202-9.10 (RO Design 
Standards). 

 See Sec. 202-9.11 (Accessibility 
Standards). 

 Site Development 
Standards 

See Chapter 200 Article 7 (Site 
Development) for parking and loading, 
buffer and screening, landscaping, tree 
ordinance, lighting, signs, and utility 
requirements.   
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 Other Requirements 

A. See Sec. 202-9.12 (Mandatory 
Homeowner Association). 

B. See Sec. 202-9.13 (Covenants and 
Restrictions). 

C. See Sec. 202-9.14 (Additional 
Requirement Authority). 

 

 

 Dimensional 
Standards 

 

Site Standards  
Density (except retirement community, see 
Sec. 202-9.9)           

Site with one or more arterial 
or major collector access 
point:  

8 u/a max. 

Site with no arterial or major 
collector access point:  6 u/a max. 

Open space requirement: 20% of site 
min. 

External street frontage: 50 ft. min. 

Landscape strip (all streets): 10 ft. min. 

Site setback (abutting a low-
density residential land use 

15 ft. min. and 
planted per 
Sec. 207-3 

designation, excludes single-
family detached dwellings): 
Site setback (single-family 
detached  dwellings abutting 
low density residential land use 
designation): 

15 ft. min. 

Lot Standards Ⓐ Area Ⓑ Width

Detached house: 5,000  sf. 
min. sf 

50 ft. 
min. 

All other building types: No min. No. min.

Lot Coverage  

Ⓒ Percent of total site: 50% 
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 Building Placement 

 

Building Setbacks [1] 

Ⓐ Front:  12 ft. min.  

Ⓑ Side (interior): 5 ft. min. 

Ⓒ Side (street): 12 ft. min.  

Ⓓ Rear: 10 ft. min. 

Building Separation 

Min. separation 
between principal 
buildings on the same 
site (retirement 
communities): 

25 ft. min. 

Min. separation 
between principal 
buildings on the same 
site (other uses): 

15 ft. min. 

Table Note: 
[1] Greater site setbacks also apply per 

Sec. 202-9.6. and Sec. 202-16.10. 
 
 

 Bulk and Mass 

 

Building Height  

Ⓐ Height (retirement 

communities): 
5 stories max. [1]

Ⓐ Height (other uses): 35 ft. max. 

Ⓐ Height (other uses): 35 ft. max. 

Building Size  

Unit floor area: Min. 600 sf 

Note 
[1]  No building may exceed 3 stories when 

abutting a residential district unless a 
100-foot buffer is provided and planted 
per Sec. 207-3. 
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 Retirement Community Density 

The number of retirement community (continuing care) independent living units may 
not exceed 35 units per acre.  

 Additional Requirements 

A. The following standards are required in this zoning classification. In the event 
these requirements contradict another section of this Ordinance, the requirements 
listed here shall control. 

1. A property owners association shall be created and all parcels in the 
development shall be subject to mandatory membership in the association. 

2. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all ground maintenance in the development. 

3. The property owner’s association or its management company shall be 
responsible for all maintenance of all building exteriors in the development. 

4. All Interior Roadways in the development must be a minimum of 29 feet from 
edge of pavement to edge of pavement. 

5. All driveways must be a minimum width of 24 feet and minimum length of 30 
feet, measured from inside edge (house side) of sidewalk to garage door. 

 

  














































